SUNDAY MASS

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

God is in his holy place, God who unites those
who dwell in his house; he himseif gives might
and strength to his people.

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 138.

RESPONSE:
On the day ! called, you answered me, O Lord.

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart;
You have heard the words of my mouth.
In the presence of the angels | praise you.
| bow down towards your holy temple. R

2. | give thanks to your name
for your merciful love and your faithfulness.
You have exalted yourname and your promise
over all.
On the day | called, you answered me;
you increased the strength of my soul. i

3. The Lord is high, yet he looks on the lowly,
and the haughty he knows from afar.
You give me life though | walk amid affliction;
you stretch out your hand against the anger
of my foes. R

4. With your right hand you save me;
the Lord will accomplish this for me.
O Lord, your merciful love is eternal;
discard not the work of your hands. i

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:12-14.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluia. You have received the spirit of
sonship; in him we cry, ‘Abbal Father! Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all
his benefits.

| Just as he encountered Mary Magdalene |
with the question,

“Why are you weeping?”, lesus
continues to come to those who mourn

the death of loved ones.

A new and revised version of the very
popular first edition, this book is offered
in the hope that it will bring readers who
are grappling with questions of faith and
feelings of loss, into contact with the
compassion of Jesus.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Live the Word

Mon 28 Jul (St Victor |, PM)

Exodus 32:15-24.30-34; Psalm 106; Matthew 13:31-35
Pope St Victor [ {198 or 199) is the earliest reign-
ing African pope. Victor |, was a native African,
of Berber origin, whose episcopate lasted for
11 years.

Tue 29 Jul Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus

1 John 4:7-16; Psalm 34; John 11:19-27

When we find ourselves in a low place we begin to
realise how much we need to be robed in God's
compassion, but perhapsjust asimportantislearning
how to offer our own compassion fo ourweaknesses.

Wed 30 Jul (St Peter Chrysologus, BD)
Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; Matthew 13:44-46
“Listen fo the Lord's appeal....Come, then, return to
me and learn to know me as your father, who repays
good for evil, love for injury, and boundless charity
for piercing wounds.” — §t Peter Chrysologus

Thu 31 Jul St Ignatius of Loyola, Pr

Exodus 40:16-21.34-38; Psalm 84; Matthew 13:47-53
We must speak to God as a friend speaks to his
friend. servant o his master; ... communicating to
him all that concerns us, our thoughts, our fears,
our projects, our desires..." - St Ignatius

Fri1 Aug St Alphonsus Liguori, BD

Lev 23:1.4-11.15-16.27.34-37; Psalm 81; Mait 13:54-58
"Acquire the habit of speaking to God as if you
were alone with Him, familiarly and with confi-
dence and love, as fo the dearest and most loving
of friends." - St Alphonsus

Sat2 Aug (St Peter Julian Eymard, Pr)
Leviticus 25:1.8-17; Psalm 67; Matthew 14:1-12

"When we work hard, we must eat well. What ajoy, that
you canreceive Holy Communion often! It's our fife and
support in this life - Receive Communion often, and Je-
sus will change you into himself." - St Peter Julian Bymard

Sun3 Aug 18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23; Psalm 90; Luke 12:13-21
What do you want to present when you face the
Lord: alist of what you owned, or alist of whom you
loved®? Lord help me to clear away the stuff that
keeps me from you and your people.

KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Opticnal Memorial)
P=Pope; M=Martyr; B=Bishop; D=Doctor; Pr=Priest
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The term consubstantial originates from
Greek philosophy and signifies that Jesus
is of the same substance or essence as God
the Father. Due to its philosophical background,
some of the Church Fathers at the Council of
Nicaea were initially hesitant to include it in the
Creed. They argued that faith is founded on
Scripture and the lived experience of the first
disciples, not on philosophical concepts.

In last week’s article, we reflected on Peter’s
pivotal role in recognizing God’s presence in
Jesus through His miracles and signs. Our belief
that Jesus is consubstantial with the Father is
squarely based on His incarnation and resur-
rection. We shall see that Peter plays a central
role once again.

Although the Gospels affirm that the risen
Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene and her
companions, the early Church placed greater
emphasis on Peter’s testimony regarding the
resurrection. When Mary Magdalene and the
others announced to the disciples that they had
seen the risen Lord, Luke records that “their
story seemed like nonsense, and they did not
believe them” (Luke 24:11). John’s Gospel
presents a slightly more reserved account:
“"Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, 'I have seen the Lord!"” (John 20:18).
The disciples’ reaction? Complete silence.

Despite their disbelief, Luke tells us that Peter
responded differently: “Peter got up and ran to
the tomb, bent down, and saw the burial cloths
alone; then he went home amazed at what had
happened” (Luke 24:12). Later, when the two
disciples from Emmaus returned to Jerusalem
to share their joy at recognizing Jesus in the
breaking of the bread, Luke records that they
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found the eleven gathered together, declaring,
“"The Lord has truly been raised and has ap-
peared to Simon!” (Luke 24:34).

Peter’s leadership in affirming the Resurrec-
tion is further emphasized in the Acts of the
Apostles, where he presides over the selection of
a replacement for Judas. He sets a clear require-
ment: "It is necessary that one of the men who
accompanied us the whole time the Lord Jesus
came and went among us... become with us a
witness to His resurrection” (Acts 1:22). Paul,
in his letter to the Corinthians, also confirms
Peter’s significance: “"He appeared to Cephas,
then to the Twelve” (1 Corinthians 15:5).

For over three centuries, the Church remained
steadfast in its belief that the risen Jesus is
truly God, looking to Peter and his successors
for guidance. However, this faith was shaken to
its foundation when a priest named Arius chal-
lenged this belief. He discovered a passage in
Proverbs: "The Lord begot me, the beginning of
His works...” (Proverbs 8:22). Traditionally, the
Church had interpreted this reference to Wisdom
as synonymous with the Word made flesh in
John’s Gospel. But Arius argued, "Before He was
begotten or created or ordained or established,
He did not exist.”

This teaching spread rapidly, causing great
controversy and confusion. As we saw in the
introductory Link article, the threat posed by
Arianism was so serious that the Council of
Nicaea was convened to clarify the Church’s
faith, affirming that the most precise expres-
sion of Christian belief was that Jesus is “con-
substantial” with the Father, qualifying it with,
“God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God.”
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St Francis Xavier

Catholic Parish

Father Michael Foley, OMI (Parish Priest)
C: 072 968 339%4
Deacon Malcolm Wright  H: 031 466 4524
Deacon Carl Emmanuel  C: 082 493 8668
Gerrard Bernon (PPC Chairperson)
Chrystal Ally (Finance Chairperson)
Office Telephone: 031 467 0524
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Friday 8.30 to 11.30am
Parish office closed on Wednesdays
Email:_secretary@stfrancisxavier.org.za
or bluff@aod.org.za
Website: www.stfrancisxavier.org.za

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we strive, as a
Parish, to grow into disciples of Jesus Christ,
Reaching out in Faith into a wider Community.

Prayer of the Church (Divine Office):
15 minutes before weekday Masses.

Prayer Circle:
Contact Cay Loader 0314664474 / 0789216797

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Our long-term Seriously Sick
whose names are on the noticeboards, and for our
currently — Seriously Sick:

Tashnim Dos Santos, Michael Tunley, Fr Chris
Neville, Merlyn Oakes, Andy Rossell, Cathy Barr
and Denise Hustler.

The Repose of the Soul of: Chanal Eddie

CONFESSIONS: Please note that Fr Mike is
available for Personal Confessions on Saturday
afternoons from 16.00 - 17.00.

ONLINE MASS: Live-streamed on Facebook

at the Sunday 9:00am Mass

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS:

Sat 26 Jul 5.30pm

All Grandparents [Brianne Frankson]

Doreen Pierce R.I.P. [Family]

Bernard MacDonald R.I.P. [Family]

Sun 27 Jul 7.00am

Ben Newton’s Birthday [Newton Family]

Maria Vanto R.L.P. [Family]

Hilda Pierce’s 80t Birthday [Family]

Sun 27 Jul 9.00am

All Parishioners

Mon 28 Jul 8.00am

Fr Chris Richmond’s Birthday [Frankson Family]

Mike Naidoo’s Birthday [Family]

Maryse Cochrane R.I.P. [Family]

Tue 29 Jul 5.30pm Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus

Audley & Bessie Frankson’s Wedding Anniversary
[Family]

Kerry Ogle’s Birthday [Kerwyn & Kori]

Farisha & Matthew’s Special Intention [Emmanuel

Wed 30 Jul 8.00am Family]

Nakita & Brylan Strydom’s Birthdays [Family]

Joe Viljoen

Peter Kendall R.I.P. [Dot & Family]

Thu 31 Jul 5.30pm St Ignatius of Loyola

Lucy & Manuel De Gouveia R.I.P. [John De

Gouveia]

Clive Pieterse R.I.P. [Family]

Fri 01 Aug 8.00am St Alphonsus Liguori

Pam Riley R.I.P. [family]

Roshanda Lewis’ Birthday [Regnard & Lewis

Michelle & Cyril Vere Families]

Sat 02 Aug 9.00am

Fr John Quinn R.I.P. [Sr Carol op]

Sat 02 Aug 5.30pm

Colleen Parsons Thanksgiving for Blessings
Received

Roslyn Lewis’ Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered

Theresa Gobo’s Birthday & Irene Muvhundisi
R.I.P. [Family]

Sun 03 Aug 7.00am

All Parishioners

Sun 03 Aug 9.00am

Maree & Lavelle’s Special Intention
Peter Goodman'’s Birthday [Family]
Kealan Anderson’s Birthday [Family]

THIS WEEK’S DIARY:

Sun 27 Jul

10.30am Junior Catechism- Hall Complex

10.30am Grade 4 GIFT Program — Boardroom

5.00pm Senior Catechism- Hall Complex

5.00pm Grade 11 GIFT Program — Boardroom

Tue 29 Jul

9.00am St Monica’s Parents’ Group — Church

6.30pm Social Committee Meeting — Hall

Thu 31 Jul

6.30pm General Choir Practice — Church

7.00pm RCIA 2026 Topic: Why and how should
| tell others? What about the church?- Halll

Fri_01Aug

8.30am to 6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration - Church

6.30pm Karaoke Fundraiser Evening — Hall

7.00pm Senior Youth

Sat 02 Aug

9.00am Fatima Mass (8.30am Rosary)

11.00am Emmanuel Cathedral —Launch of Durban

South Deanery Jubilee Cross. Members of Clergy,

PPC, PFC to attend, and any other parishioners

who wish to.

Sun 03 Aug

REPOSITORY OPEN AFTER THE 7AM & 9AM

MASSES

10.30am Umhlangano weNhliziyo kaJesu

(Sacred Heart Sodality) - Room 9

NOTICES:

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Next Friday 1st
August is the First Friday of the month, and we will
again have Eucharistic Adoration after Mass, from
8.30am to 6.30pm. Fill in your name against your
preferred time slot on the Commitment sheet.
Please note at a minimum of two parishioners are
required per hour. At no stage is the Blessed
Sacrament to be left without anyone in attendance.

PILGRIMAGE TO FRANCE - In the footsteps of
St Eugene de Mazenod: — Founder of the Oblates
of Mary Immaculate: 18-26 November 2025, led
by Fr Nkululeko Meyiwa OMI. Please use the link
for further information
https://fowlertours.co.zalpilgrimages/france-
with-lourdes/

KARAOKE FUNDRAISER EVENING: Friday 1
August at 6.30pm in the Parish Hall. Please see
the posters on the noticeboards, and join us for a
fun-filled evening.

SOUTHERN CROSS: Copies of the July issue still
are available at the church entrance @ R40 each

FAREWELL BLESSINGS: To Dominican Sister
Marie-Ann, who leaves the Bluff after 32 years of
service to her community, Our Lady of Natal School
and to our parish as an RCIC and an RCIA
Catechist. We wish her a wonderful retirement at
Villa Siena in Pietermaritzburg.

Responsorial Psalm Response:
(Sat 5.30pm & Sun 9.00am)

Lord, on the day |
called for help you
answered me.




